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LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM — MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT’S COMMENTS 

841. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to comments by the Minister for Local Government today that this is only, and I quote, “half-time” in the 
local government amalgamation process. Given that this process started in 2009 under the Premier, does this not 
mean that, under the Premier, state and local government will have another five years of uncertainty, confusion 
and waste? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
This is absolutely mind-splitting—the intellect of the Leader of the Opposition. To have a question of such 
a puerile nature tells us something — 

Mr M. McGowan: Is it half-time or isn’t it? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Half-time! What does the Leader of the Opposition want me to say; that the third quarter is 
the premiership quarter? I mean, this is just nonsense! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Ask a serious question. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If that is the best the Leader of the Opposition can do! 

Mr M. McGowan: We’re quoting your minister from this morning. So he’s a fool, is he? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, this guy is just something else! 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Right! Come one, Premier, through the Chair, please. 
Ms M.M. Quirk: Give us some star jumps! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Does the member know why I did star jumps? I will tell her the story behind that one day. 
Ms M.M. Quirk: I was there! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, and I will tell her the story behind it one day. 

I imagine that the turn of phrase by the minister was referring to the point that we have now a clear  
plan—a blueprint. We, as a government, have accepted that local governments will go from 30 to 16. There will 
be a variety of methods to achieve that. We have got to that critical point. If members like, we have climbed the 
mountain and we are now on the way down. It will not take five years. Ask a sensible question. Do a bit of 
homework. 
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